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REMARKS 

This is in response to the Office Action mailed on July 13, 2004, and the references cited 
therewith. Claims 1, 4, 5, 7, 8, 14, and 17 - 19 are amended; claims 1 - 20 are now pending in 
this application. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

Applicant submitted an Information Disclosure Statement and a 1449 Form on November 
4, 2003. Examiner initialed the 1449 Form and returned it with the Office Action dated July 13, 
2004. One of the references was not initialed (copy enclosed). Applicant respectfully requests 
that the reference be initialed and a copy of the 1449 Form be returned to Applicants' 
Representatives to indicate that the cited reference has been considered by the Examiner. 

§ 703 Rejection of the Claims 

Claims 1-20 were rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hess (U.S. 
Patent No. 4,572,605) in view of Doan et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,922,607). 

Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection on several grounds. Applicant traverses the 
rejection because the cited references fail to establish all of the elements of the claims. For 
instance, Applicant cannot find in the cited references, considered alone or in combination: 

a molded insulative sleeve having a conductor channel therein, as recited in claim 1; 

at least one conductor disposed within a portion of the molded sleeve as recited in claim 

9; or 

forming at least one conductor channel within a molded sleeve as recited in claim 14. 
As the references fail to establish all of the elements of the claims, Applicant submits that claims 
1, 9, and 14 are in condition for allowance. Claims 2-8 provide additional limitations to claim 
1, claims 10-13 provide additional limitations to claim 9, and claims 15-20 provide additional 
limitations to claim 14, and are likewise allowable. 

In the Office Action, it is stated that "Hess does not disclose ... a channel within the 
sleeve which houses a spiral conductor," Page 2, Office Action. Applicant agrees. However, the 
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Office Action further states "Doan et al discloses ... a channel within the sleeve (Figure 2) 
which houses a spiral conductor." Page 2, Office Action. Applicant respectfully traverses the 
assertion and submits that such structure cannot be found on Figure 2 of Doan, and the assertion 
is unsupported by either cited reference. Furthermore, Applicant notes that neither reference 
establishes a conductor channel within the molded sleeve, or a conductor disposed within the 
molded sleeve as recited in the claims. 

With respect to the unsupported statements discussed above, the Office Action may be 
taking Official Notice of facts not specifically supported by the references and apparently 
considers such as "well known" or common within the art. Applicant traverses the Official 
Notice and respectfully requests a patent under MPEP §2144.03 to support the assertion, or in 
the alternative, withdrawal of this assertion from the rejection. If a patent is not provided, 
Applicant submits the Examiner is relying on personal knowledge, and an affidavit under 37 
CFR 1.104(d) is respectfully requested. 

Applicant respectfully submits that the combination of elements and all of the limitations 
of the independent and respective dependent claims cannot be found in the cited references. 
Applicant submits, therefore, that the Office Action fails to establish a case of obviousness, and 
that the claims are in condition for allowance. Reconsideration and allowance are respectfully 
requested. 

Notwithstanding that the references fail to establish all of the elements of the claims as 
discussed above, Applicant further traverses the rejection, because the Office Action fails to 
provide an objective motivation to so selectively combine the references as suggested. 
Furthermore, the suggestion in the Office Action fail to establish a combination to establish all of 
the claims of the application. According to the Office Action, [i]t would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have included the second 
and third rings and spiral conductor of Doan et al in the connector assembly/method of Hess 
because, second and third rings seal connector assembly more efficiently and spiral conductor 
allows of a more permanent electrical connection " Pages 2-3, Office Action. The Office Action 
fails to note where in the references such assertions can be found, and it appears that the 
assertions are unsupported by the references. 
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Furthermore, Applicant submits that the assertion in the Office Action is a conclusory 
statement that fails to provide any objective evidence legally establishing a case of obviousness. 
According to In re Sang Su Lee, "there must be some motivation, suggestion, or teaching of the 
desirability of making the specific combination that was made by the applicant." In re Lee, 61 
USPQ2d 1430 (Fed. Cir. 2002), citing In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 1075 (Fed. Cir. 1988). 
Furthermore, the "factual question of motivation is material to patentability, and could not be 
resolved on subjective belief and unknown authority" (Emphasis Added). In re Sang Su Lee, 61 
USPQ2d 1430 (Fed. Cir. 2002). Applicant submits that the Examiner's conclusion that " second 
and third rings seal connector assembly more efficiently and spiral conductor allows of a more 
permanent electrical connection " is based on a subjective belief and unknown authority, since no 
art nor objective teaching was cited. 

With respect to the unsupported statements discussed above, the Office Action appears to 
be taking Official Notice of facts not specifically supported by the references and apparently 
considers such as "well known" or common within the art. Applicant traverses the Official 
Notice and respectfully requests a patent under MPEP §2144.03 to support the assertion, or in 
the alternative, withdrawal of this assertion from the rejection. If a patent is not provided, 
Applicant submits the Examiner is relying on personal knowledge, and an affidavit as required 
by 37 CFR 1.104(d) is respectfully requested. 

Reconsideration and allowance of claims 1 - 20 are respectfully requested. 

Miscellaneous 

Applicant has amended claims 1, 4, 5, 7, 8, 14, and 17 - 19 to clarify the subject matter 
therein. However, it is submitted that the amendments make express of what was implicit in the 
claim as originally filed and is not in response to the rejections nor the art cited in the Office 
Action. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant respectfully submits that the claims are in condition for allowance, and 
notification to that effect is earnestly requested. The Examiner is invited to telephone 
Applicant's attorney at (612) 359-3276 to facilitate prosecution of this application. 

If necessary, please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment to Deposit Account 
No. 19-0743. 



Date 



% 11,6 



Respectfully submitted, 
RANDY WESTLUND ET AL. 
By their Representatives, 

SCHWEGMAN, LUNDBERG, WOESSNER & KLUTH, P.A. 
P.O. Box 2938 ? 
MinneapolisfMN 55402 . 
(612)35^276 / // 



Catherine L Klima-Silberg 
Reg, No. 40,052 
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